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Lincolnshire County Chairman, Tony Goodwin receiving the Maurice 
Cup from the National President, Sir John Kiszely. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lincolnshire are awarded the Maurice Cup – again! 

Lincolnshire County proudly announces that it has 
again been awarded the Maurice Cup in the 
2011/12 National Cup Competitions. The Maurice 
Cup is awarded annually by The Royal British 
Legion to the County which during the year has 
shown the most progress and greatest efficiency. 
The presentation, with that of other Trophies and 
Certificates, took place at the National Conference 
in Scarborough on Sunday, 20 May. 
 
This is the second time in three years that The 
Royal British Legion have awarded this prestigious 
trophy to Lincolnshire.  In 2009 the County was 
praised for its many high profile events, including 
its annual launch of the County Poppy Appeal at 
the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre, for the 
many fronts on which it was forging ahead, and for 
its record on attracting new members to the 
Legion. 
 
For 8 years Lincolnshire has been held up by Head 
Office as a ‘beacon county’, with a reputation in 

the Legion second to none in every aspect of 
Legion activity, including Membership, 
Welfare, Poppy Appeal, Training, Recruiting, 
County activities, Accounting, and Sports. This 
new award recognises that every part of Team 
Lincolnshire – every Branch and every 
volunteer and staff member - has worked 
consistently hard and closely together to 
achieve the highest standards of efficiency and 
progress in their particular roles to reach the 
standards required. 
 
Lincolnshire is very proud of its achievements 
and will use this award to present to the public 

in a positive way what the Legion 
is and does in the County and take 
the opportunity to encourage 
others to join a winning team. 
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Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

Since our last edition of Legion Lincs there have been 
many changes and plans for change made public from 
Haig House. Almost every member will have heard of 
the plan entitled Pathway for Growth. This involves a 
major review of the way in which we deliver welfare 
services to our beneficiaries and includes restructuring 
of regions, areas and properties. Inevitably this may 
include some staff changes but that detail is not yet 
finalised. It is important that everyone understands that 
the proposed changes affect only the welfare plans and 
do not include any review of Membership plans. For us 
it is business as usual at the present time and any review 
of membership areas and practices is some time away if 
indeed at all. Please remember that these plans are in 
their early stages and finalisation is some way away.  

I will do my best to ensure that our members are kept 
informed of any and all changes as and when they occur. 
In the meantime myself and all members of the County 
Committee are here to answer your queries and if we do 
not know we will endeavour to find out the answers for 
you.   

It was good to see so many Branches represented at our 
Annual Conference and I hope that your delegates have 
reported the business of Conference to their Branch. 
Once again it was dominated by the discussion regarding 
the Membership Fees and this time it was a much closer 
vote. I believe that it would be much better if all voting 
regarding Membership Fees was actually a Paper vote 

and not a show of hands. It would be much fairer to 
the National Chairman and more acceptable to the 
Delegates. Perhaps a Branch would consider a 
motion to this effect for our Conference in January. 
The trial of Electronic Voting unfortunately was not 
successful but I am sure that it is the way forward.  

We continue to look at ways in which we can reduce 
the costs of the County Committee. The County 
Welfare Committee now meets on the same day as 
the County Committee meeting and the County 
Committee meetings have been reduced from six per 
year to four per year. Both of these measures reduce 
the cost of travelling expenses.   

Thank you to everyone who supported the County 
Service of Rededication at Bourne. It was an 
excellent turnout of Standards and members who 
joined in a  meaningful service in a beautiful 
Church. Once again our County Padre John Thorold 
did us proud with a rousing address. 

This issue of Legion Lincs is the first in our new 
format which relies heavily on modern technology. 
We do need to reduce our costs so please ensure that 
wherever possible your members have access to a 
copy. Communication relies on us all and you can 
help. Thank you. 

Kind Regards 

Tony Goodwin  
 

 

Top Award for Air Show 
As announced at the County Annual Conference, the 
County Chairman, Tony Goodwin, last February 
presented its Courtesy Cup for 2011/12 to the RAF 
Waddington Air Show Team for their tremendous 
help and support during the Air Show in recent years.  

 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com


Lincolnshire – A Winning Team 
Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 

Registered Charity No: 219279 

3 

 

 A similar amount of work has taken place in the front garden as well, 
again mainly by the residents of the House to give them a sense of 
ownership.  
 

… and after, showing the new greenhouse and fence funded by the 
Legion grant.  

The rear garden before clearance work by the residents … 

One of the computers supplied by the Legion. 

 
 
 
The Royal British Legion makes a donation to the Nomad Trust 
The Nomad Trust is a small local charity, which for the past 25 years has been offering 
services to support adults in and around Lincoln, who for one reason or another, have 
become homeless.  

The Trust has recently opened 
Sheridan House in Lincoln which 
can house up to 10 ex-service 
individuals as they rebuild their 
lives. They are working closely with the Lincolnshire 
County Welfare Staff on this project, which has been 
named ‘Moving on up’ and, apart from accommodation, 
they offer a variety of opportunities for volunteering and 
training both within the Trust and within the wider 
community. 
When Sheridan House was first opened, a lot of work was 
required, not just to the House but to the surrounds as 
well. The majority of this work has been done by the 
residents of the House,  

The Legion has also supplied 2 computers to Sheridan 
House and there are plans to turn one of the sitting 
rooms into a small gym. Further information on the 
work of the Nomad Trust can be found on their 
website http://www.nomadtrust.org.uk/. 
In the County Chairman’s speech to County 
Conference last January, he mentioned that the Central 
Grants Committee had granted £25,000 to the Nomad 
Trust for the support of ex-Service individuals. This 
grant now makes it possible for Branches also to 
donate to this charity, as set out in 4.1.10 of the 
Management Handbook. The County Chairman 
believes that we in Lincolnshire should be able to 
cover the full amount that has been granted by the 
Central Grants Committee .If Branches wish to make a 
donation to this worthwhile cause, cheques should be 
made out to The Royal British Legion Lincolnshire County and be sent to the County Secretary. Branches will 
receive an acknowledgment letter of their donation. Alford, Bourne, and Donington & Quadring Branches have 
already responded. 

http://www.nomadtrust.org.uk/
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They shall grow not old … 

 

Ton
y Goodwin presenting the Certificate to the Head Girl, Evie Twiddy, 
and Head Boy, Ryan Bent. 

 

     St Giles Academy School Council with Members of the Wrangle 
& District  Branch 

 

    County Service of Rededication 2012 
RBL Lincolnshire combined its annual County Service of 
Rededication with a Celebration of The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. This auspicious event took place in the imposing 
Bourne Abbey Church on Sunday, 6 May and was attended 
by the Lord Lieutenant and High Sheriff of the County, and 
their ladies, by the National Vice Chairman, John Crisford, 
local civic leaders, our County President (past and present), 
Chairman and County Committee Members, the County 
Women’s Section President and Chairman, and Standards 
and Branch Members from around the county. They were 
no doubt encouraged to attend by the first dry day in weeks 
of this wet drought! Members of the Bourne Detachment 

ACF gave valuable help throughout the event. 

The Service began with a Parade of Standards and Branch Members to the Church where they formed a Guard of 
Honour for the dignitaries to enter. This imposing Church was itself almost filled by some 200 people. The Union 
Flag then led the Standards to the altar where they were accepted by the Vicar, Fr Chris Atkinson.  

The County Chaplain, the Rev Canon John Thorold, 
supported by the Rev Canon David Staples of Bourne 
Branch, delivered the Address in which he pointed to the 
mutual dimension reflected in this Service of Rededication 
and Her Majesty’s Service of Thanksgiving on 6 June. He 
spoke of the importance to Her Majesty of Christianity in 
her role 
and the 
theme of 
Covenant 
between 

God, 
Monarch 

and 
People, giving an expression of values of sacrifice, humility, 
service and witness. These powerful words, he said, were the 
very foundation of the Legion itself.  

The Service was followed by light refreshments in the adjacent 
hall.  

 
The County honour St Giles Academy, Old Leake  

The County Chairman, Mr Tony Goodwin BEM, 
presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the St Giles 
Academy School Council for all their hard work done 
on behalf of the school in collecting over £500 for the 
Poppy Appeal. The School has worked very hard over 

the past year. They also organised a Service of 
Remembrance for the 11/11/11 last November and they 
hope to hold a similar event every year in the future. 
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Langtoft dedicate their Queen’s 
Colours 

Queen’s Colour Bearer, Joe Brand, supported by 
County Standard Bearer, Richard Kent. 
Langtoft, The Deepings & District Branch 
held a Service at St Michael & All Angels 
Church on Sunday, 13 May 2012 to dedicate 
their new Queen's Colours. Canon Janet 
Beadle, Langtoft parish priest, officiated, 
assisted by the Rev Philip Brent, Market 
Deeping priest and Branch Padre. Members 
of the 51 (Orton) Sqn, ATC. Parents and 
friends were also present. 
Afterwards the salute was taken by the 
County Chairman, Tony Goodwin, and tea 
and biscuits were served in the Village Hall 
by Mrs Grace Marsden and other Members’ 
wives. 
 

Regional Standard Bearer Competition                   
Two out of three ain't bad! Lincolnshire Standard Bearers, Richard 
Kent and Lilly-May Kemp, competed in the Regional finals at 
Northampton on 11 February. The supporters who travelled to watch 
were pleased to see them both 
win their competitions (Senior 
and Youth) and so both will 
now go on to compete in the 
National finals. Richard's 
experience showed when he 
won a close and hard fought 
competition, and Lilly-May 
did very well posting a very 
good score in her first ever 
competition. We wish them 
both good luck in the finals 
and, who knows, perhaps we 
shall have two National 
standard bearers from 
Lincolnshire! The ladies’ 
competition was won by 
Sonia Beale from 
Northamptonshire. 

 
 
 
 
National Youth Standard Bearers’ Competition 

RBL Lincolnshire again did itself proud in this year’s National 
Youth Standard Bearers’ Competition, held at Bulwell on 15 
April. 
Boston’s Lily-May Kemp, representing the East Midlands Region 
in her first national competition, came a very creditable fourth.   
The full, final placings were: 
   1st –  Joshua Sayles, S & W. Yorks, N.W. Region 
   2nd – Steven Mitchell, N. Ireland, N.I. & ROI Region 
   3rd -  Francis Redmond, Cheshire,  N.W. Region 
   4th -  Lily-May Kemp, Lincolnshire, E. Midlands Region 
   5th – Ryan Hughes, Birmingham, W. Midlands Region 
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Fundraisng can be fun 

 
Will it rain …? 

…of course it did! 

 
North East Lincolnshire Poppy Walk 
The turn-out for this year’s Poppy Walk was, perhaps 
because of the weather, smaller than usual but still 
respectable. On 5 May, walkers from the Legion’s Laceby 
and Healing Branches  as well as the NHS Older People’s 
Health & Wellbeing Programme started out from the 
Chantry Lane Social Club (formerly the Grimsby RBL 
Club), accompanied for part of the way by the Mayor of 
North East Lincolnshire, Cllr Susan Pickett. As they stepped 
off they were drenched by a sudden, short-lived rainstorm 

but they had plenty of time to dry out on the way to 
Laceby. 
The final figure of funds raised is not yet available, 
but they had a flying start when Richard Hewitt, 

Gladys Hindle and Sylvia manned a stall in Grimsby 
Precinct beforehand to promote the Poppy Walk, raising 
£354. 
In other activities, Laceby & District Branch raised another 
£250 at a Pie & Mash Supper on 21 April and on 9 June they 
are hosting another supper evening in aid of Alderson 
House. 
 
Grimsby Clubs support the Poppy Appeal 
Although the club has disaffiliated from the RBL the new Cartergate Club continues fully to support the Poppy 
Appeal and the Grimsby Branch. Grimsby PAO, Gail Davy presented Cartergate Club Chairman, Pete Waters, with 
"The Harold Raines" Club Trophy for collecting £1300 towards a total of £43,300 for the Poppy Appeal in 2011 in 
Grimsby. This was the highest amount raised by any club in the area, 
Gail also presented Darren Roche, Club Steward, and Pete Waters, Club Chairman, with 20 year badges each. She 
then presented the "Fat Belly Club" with a trophy in memory of Ted Davy, a founder member, for collecting £65 
towards the Poppy Appeal by dancing, showing their "fat bellies". 

 
 
Mablethorpe & a Car Park 
Mark Reddin (PAO) & Russell 
Thompson negotiated with Mablethorpe 
Cooperative to man a tombola, raffle 
and fundraising stall in their car park 
last Easter Sunday, 8 April. They raised 
a fantastic £1,728.00 over the whole 
weekend, of which 10% is to go to the 
Coop charity of the year. 
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Ferrocene in action 

Worth £70? Of course … 

Presentng the cheque. 

 
 
Rock the Legion! 
In 2011 a group of people from the RAF Live Music Association 
got together with a mission - to raise awareness of the Legion, 
raise some money for them and have a great time doing it playing 
their live music at ear shattering volume around the U.K.  The 
RAF Live Music Association was founded in 2001 as a welfare 
body to nurture and provide an outlet for musical talent among 
RAF personnel, and since then has been involved in staging 
countless live music events to raise funds for both Service and 
civilian charities. 
Led by Lincolnshire band Ferrocene and, with Cpl Pete ‘Six’ 
Widdows from RAF Digby the driving force, they embarked on 
the ‘World Domination Tour’ with some friends along for the ride. 
They warmed up for the impending road trip in July 2011 with a 
gig at RAF Waddington’s Raven Club with fellow metal madmen 
Rupert & The Ginger Pig (RATGP) and home band Ravenous. Armed with buckets and wristbands, donations from 
the public soon built up a steady trickle. The trucks were then loaded and the next stop was a gruelling 20 miles 

down the road to RAF Coningsby where Ferrocene 
headlined, entertaining the lubricated Airmen and 
women to a raucous response. Also on the bill was 
High Fidelity which saw Ferrocene front man, 
Anthony ‘Pedders’ Pedley, pulling double duty 
when he also donned his six string for the former 
band.   
The tour travelled as far as High Wycombe for a 
show with the RAF Live Music Association. But it 
was not limited to Military units. Local pubs and 
clubs along the way offered their support, including 
a gig at Ruskington’s Shoulder Of Mutton. They had  
 
 

a very successful night at the Rock Haven Bar in Lincoln, thanks 
to proprietor Dianne Rawlinson with support from Colin (Fester), 
and collected over £250. They even auctioned a Ferrocene tour t-
shirt for a frankly astounding £70. Ferrocene teamed up again 
with RATGP when Sqn Ldr Rob Fitton & Flt Sgt Corey ‘Frankie’ 
Blunden pummelled the audience with their metal cover versions 
of Rammstein and others.  
All gigs were free entry, with all personnel travelling at their own 
expense, and resulting in a total of £854.17 raised for the Royal 
British Legion. It was good to see so many people come out and 
support the Armed Forces both past and present. 

Help to equip Alderson House’s new minibus 
Alderson House are in the process of purchasing a new minibus, 
costing £49,000, and are fervently raising funds as the time of 
delivery draws closer. The coach will be equipped with an 
hydraulic tail lift for wheelchair access and step for ease of 
boarding. Coach seats provide comfort for travelling, along with 
insulation for winter use, and air conditioning for summer use. 
Of course all this costs money and any donations by 
RBL Branches and Clubs with any spare funds available would be 
gratefully received. 
 
Any Donations should be made payable to:  
Alderson House HAC 
and sent to The Manager, Alderson House, 70 South Marine 
Drive, Bridlington. YO15 3NS 
  

Alderson House Poppy Break 
Home Bridlington 
Alderson House will host a Summer Fayre on 
16 June from 1pm until 4pm. The Ghurkhas 
will cook a curry and, for those who do not 
like curry,  a selection of sandwiches, cakes, 
tea and coffee etc and a license bar will be 
available. 
There will be a variety of stalls including 
cakes, tombola, crafts and a raffle with the 1st 
prize being £100 Marks & Spencer voucher - 
and many more prizes. 
Everybody Welcome To Attend on the Day. 
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 From left to right - Nick Pettit (Branch Chairman), Micheal Lenton 
(Mayor of Spilsby) and Donald Odlin (Branch PAO) 

 
 

 
Married 70 years and still allowed a pint – magnificent! 

 
St George’s Sausage & Mash – in Spilsby 

The White Hart, Spilsby served a hearty 
Sausage and Mash Supper on Saturday, 21 
April for over 50 members, and guests of 
the Spilsby Branch annual celebration of St 
George’s Day. The Mayor of Spilsby, Mr 
Micheal Lenton, presented awards to Mr 
Ron Worth, Branch Vice President, for his 
20 years as Parade Marshal, to Mr John 
Adams for his 22 years as Branch Standard 
Bearer, and to Mr Donald Odlin for his 11 
years as Poppy Appeal Organise.  

Mr Odlin has also been recognised by 
Sainsburys Store, who sent two 
representatives to the function, for his 
tireless efforts raising money on behalf of 
the Royal British Legion. Mr and Mrs Tony 
Birch from the Red Lion in Spilsby were 

presented with a bottle of wine for providing the Branch with a free venue for their meetings every month. Dennis 
Blanchard and Dennis Clark and their wives were given a voucher for Sunday lunch at the Red Lion for running the 
raffle and decorating the room for the event to a very high standard every year. Christine and Phil Clark were given 
a voucher for their work in producing the Branch Photograph Albums which provide a pictorial and historical 
record of all Branch activities. Everyone then joined in a singalong with Perry Rossiter providing the musical 
accompaniment on keyboards. It was a very successful evening enjoyed by everyone present.    

The April Branch meeting was held at the Red Lion on Wednesday 18 April. More than 20 members attended 
including two new members who were welcomed into the Branch.   During the meeting Raymond Glynn-Owen, 
Branch Treasurer, entertained members with an illustrated talk on the history of RAF Spilsby. The photographs and 
maps showed what life was like at the base during the war. Raymond's extensive knowledge of the base ensured a 
memorable evening for everyone.  

- and in Stamford 
A full house of 50 of Stamford Branch Members and guests,  
including Darren Rawnsley’s class from Wild’s School, 
gathered at Ketton Sports Club on 23 April to celebrate not 
only St George’s Day but also the platinum (Yes – 
platinum) wedding anniversary of Phil & Win Dawtry. 
What an achievement – 70 years of wedded bliss!  
The Club performed as ever with huge helpings of sausages, 
mash and lurid green mushy peas, followed by trifle or 
apple pie & custard. Actually, the peas were more 
chartreuse this year against last year’s eau-de-nil, but 
delicious nonetheless. Everyone present gave a well-earned 
round of applause to Joyce and her staff. 
The raffle also did well – raising £84. They also sold a large 
number of the new Branch 90th Anniversary badges. We 
must also mention David Young who not only bought the 
youngsters of Wild’s School a badge apiece but also gave 
them his raffle tickets – very, very generous, especially as 
they won the chocolates with his tickets! 

 
Wainfleet and ‘Country Club’ fundraising concert  
Wainfleet hosted a Branch fundraising concert in their Coronation Hall on Saturday, 11 May.  As in previous years, 
the star attraction was ‘Country Company’, who gave a super show. The event was very well attended and Pat & 
Peter Nicholas and the Committee would like to thank all the people who came and especially those who 
sponsored, donated, or gave raffle prizes, or gave their time freely to help in raising a fantastic £739 for Branch 
funds. 
Country Company’ are now in their final, full year but they have kindly agreed to give their final concert in 
Wainfleet on 6 January 2013. Don’t miss out; book early with Peter on 01754 880040. 
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Nina receiving her award from 
Eric 

Jim Barrows receiving his Award 
from Nina 

Norman Wigglesworth, Nina Gaunt and Steve Hall 

Nina Gaunt (PAO), Steve Hall, John Egleton 
(Chairman), Norman Wigglesworth(Committee) 

 
Woodhall Spa honour their PAO 

The Woodhall Spa & District Branch held a Poppy Awards evening at the March 
meeting organised by the Branch PAO, Nina Gaunt. The Awards went to Mr Jim 
Barrows, Mrs Lynne Lindsay, and Janet’s Tearooms, Phil Avery (Branch Vice 
Chairman), Bob Ballard (Branch Treasurer), Steve Hall (Branch V/Chairman  & 
Welfare).  
Nina gave a brief History on why the Awards were 
given and what the individuals had themselves done 
to help the annual Poppy Appeal. Nina also 
announced events coming up in the Woodhall Spa & 
District area which she has organised. The monies 
raised from these events will go to the Branch Poppy 
Appeal. 
After the presentation of the Awards, the Branch 
President, Eric Wilcox, made a surprise Branch 
Award to Nina herself The Award was from the 
Branch in recognition of Nina's hard and loyal work 
for the Branch Poppy Appeal which she has run for 

over 7 years. Nina not only organises the annual Branch Poppy Appeal distribution 
and collection, but she also raises funds by running tombola at various Branch 
events.  
… have a day out 

The Woodhall Spa & District Branch was again at the 2012 Woodhall 
County Show. The Branch PAO, Nina Gaunt, organised a tombola and 
Guess the Doll’s name stall in aid of the Poppy Appeal. Branch 
members, Norman Wigglesworth and Steve Hall, helped Nina set up 
and run the stall.  
This year the weather was kinder than last year’s event - dry but on the 
chilly side. The stall had visitors from Fleet, Pinchbeck and Gosberton 
Branches, all of whom went away with a prize or two. Five Branch 
Standards paraded in the afternoon; Stuart Holmes represented 
Woodhall Spa and District Branch. The total made on the day was 
£100 for the Poppy Appeal and thanks must go to Nina for organising 
the stall and tombola prizes. 
 

… and a Quiz Challenge 
Four members of Woodhall Spa & District Branch defended the honour 
of the Branch when, last March, they entered a team in the Woodhall Spa 
WI Quiz held at St Peters Church Hall in the Village. 
Branch Chairman, John Egleton, was given the task of Team Captain, 
with help from Norman Wigglesworth, Nina Gaunt and Steve Hall. The 
Team’s name was ‘Legion Loonies’. Twenty teams of 4 each took part in 
the Quiz. There were 10 rounds of 10 Questions on everything from 
History to Sport to Music and General Knowledge. The winning local 
team scored 94 points; the Branch came 10th out of the 20 Teams with a 
score of 71. 
 
… and another Quiz 
Fresh from their modest triumph in an away match Woodhall Spa & District Branch held their own Quiz evening at 
Stixwould Village Hall on 25 May. The Quiz was organised by Nina Gaunt (PAO), Bill Radley and Steve Hall, 
who acted as Quiz Master for the evening. The Quiz began with three rounds of questions on Food, Pop Music and 
General Knowledge before the the interval and a buffet supplied by Christine Hall and Nina Gaunt. The second 
round of the quiz consisted of another three rounds on History, General Knowledge and TV Police series. 
Five teams took part, and the winning team, who scored 81 points, were presented with a box of chocolates and a 
bottle of wine. The Raffle organised by Nina had over 9 prizes. The organizers would like to thank Branch 
Members who attended and also to everyone who donated a prize to the event. The total money raised on the 
evening was £171 which will go to the Branch Poppy Appeal. 
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Mickey, Mary, Sue, Joan and Minnie from the Women’s Section Soggy Laceby Club 

Stamford Carnival Day, 2 June 
 

RAF Wittering Families Picnic, 5 June 
 

 
The Stamford Jubilee 
Banner, incorporating the 
Legion Lion crest, which 
was embroidered for the 
Town’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations. 

 
 
Laceby Jubilee Sunday 

Laceby & District enjoyed a good, if busy, Jubilee 
Sunday in spite of the rain. The RBL Club opened to the 
village and put on some entertainment – a Bouncy 
castle, a singer, large puppet figures, icecream van and 
soft area for the children. Several stalls were put up 
inside the Club premises offering face painting, 
guessing games, cake stall and a tombola run by their 
Women’s Section, with the help of some hurriedly co-
opted workers. They took over £100 for their fund 
raising. All in all it was a good day for the village, the 
Women’s Section funds and a good open day for 
Laceby RBL Club. 
  

 
Stamford Branch – Ninety Years Young 

Stamford Branch was formed on 7 June 1922 and, to celebrate, 
they are planning a number of special events this year. These will 
be based around the town’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations and 
Armed Forces Week in June and will include: 
2 - 4 June   Stamford Carnival Parade & Food Festival in  
                           which the Branch will play a leading role. 
     5 June RAF Wittering Families 
                          Picnic 
     8 June RAF Wittering Families  
  Day 
 9 -10 June  Edith Weston Vintage 
Fayre at which the Branch will again 
exhibit its services. 

   16 June 1960s Evening by the  
  Silhouettes pop group. 
   24 June A joint Branch Service  
of Rededication and the Town Mayors 
Civic Parade & Service in All Saints 
Church followed by raising the Armed 
Forces Day flag at the Town Hall. 
  27 June 16 Regt, Royal Artillery 
Families Day 
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With regret - who should we 
remember? 
Whitney Houston's death, while a sad thing, was 
the direct result of very unwise life choices. It 
dominated the news. 
Charlie Sheen is 45 and his story is all over the 
news with allegations of substance abuse, 
adultery, and sexually promiscuity. 
Lindsay Lohan is 24 and a celebrity and her 
story is all over the news because of, again, 
allegations of drug addiction and theft. 
Amy Winehouse's story was in all the papers  as 
she was a singer and 'celebrity' and, allegedly, 
a substance abuser.  

The following, on the other hand: 
Justin Allen 23 
Brett Linley 29 
Matthew Weikert 29 
Justus Bartett 27 
Dave Santos 21 
Jesse Reed 26 
Matthew Johnson 21 
Zachary Fisher 24 
Brandon King 23 
Christopher Goeke 23 
Sheldon Tate 27... 
are all Royal Marines who gave their lives last 
March for you. There is no media coverage for 
them; not even a mention of their names. 
Thanks to Richard Hewitt for this. 

Members of the Riders Branch, Colin Moore, Tony Davis, Dick Loom and Hugh 
Wykes  

John Hathaway, County Poppy Appeal Coordinator, inspects the wreaths 

 
 
Dunholme Lodge Gardens Open Day – May 13th 

RAF Dunholme Lodge was the home of four 
Lancaster squadrons - 44 Rhodesia, 49, 170 
and 619 – during WWII. Some 700 airman 
were lost during their operations and, at 11.00 
am on Sunday, 13 May, the 44 Squadron 
Association held a Service of Remembrance 
at the small Memorial in the gardens now 
there. At the service two wartime veterans 
laid their personal wreaths – a very moving 
part of the service.  
 
The owners, Hugh and Lesley Wykes open 
their gardens twice a year and invite Welton 
& District Branch to man a stall, where they 
can promote the Legion and the Branch. This 
year Tony Davis, Branch Chairman, invited 
Dave Gasson (Sudbrooke) of the Riders 
Branch who brought along four other 
members to help out: Rob Warmsley 

(Scunthorpe) Andy Downey (Boston) Steve Foster (Grantham) and Phil Powel (Heighington). Colin Moore 
(Branch member) and Dick Loom (Branch standard bearer) also helped out. Unfortunately the event was not very 
well attended and they managed to collect only £36 for the Poppy Appeal, but the Riders Branch, signed up a 
couple of new members. 
 

Dunholme Lodge is situated 2½ miles east of RAF Scampton, 
next to the village of Welton and within the Dunholme village 
boundary. Welton William Farr Comprehensive School is built 
on part of the old wartime site and proudly remembers its 
wartime heritage. They display the four RAF squadron crests, 
both engraved on the school entrance glass doors and painted on 
the outside school entrance. Inside the School there is a museum 
dedicated to RAF Dunholme Lodge, which houses a ‘role-of-
honour’ of the airman lost whilst serving there. The museum is 
open to the public during term times, with prior arrangement 
with the School. 
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John Knightall and Anthony Durrant 
holding the Certificates of Affiliation 

 
 
 
First Affiliation with a Scout Troop 
Grantham Branch have made the first recorded affiliation with 
a Scout Troop in Lincolnshire. In a ceremony in Ancaster 
Village on Thursday, 23 February, John Knighthall, Grantham 
Branch Chairman & Standard Bearer, and Anthony Durrant, 
leader of the 1st Ancaster Scout Troop, exchanged the 
appropriate Certificates of Affiliation. The event was also 
attended by Brian Marsden, County Youth Officer, many 
young scouts and their parents, Scouting District and Troop 
Leaders, including Helen Turner (daughter of Barry). 
 
 
 
 
Oakham RBL celebrate the Jubilee 
I know they are not in Lincolnshire, but Oakham are very close by and we shall 
all soon be in the same Area together under the new re-organisation. So, 
following their highly successful RBL concert last year, Oakham Branch want to 
do it all over again, but this time bigger and better!  Details are in outline at 
present but as follows: 
 ‘The Diamond Jubilee Celebration Concert’ 
 Aim:    To launch the Poppy Appeal for 2012/13 
 Band of the Parachute Regiment and The Minden Band of the Queen’s Division 
 Date        12 October 2012   Venue    Oakham School Chapel 
 Audience    Around 300    Time:     Around 7.30 ish 
 Ticket Cost £15 pp 
Enquires to Alan Moutrey, Oakham Branch Secretary, on 01572723663 or 
alanmoutrey@oakham.uk.com. 
 
 
 
Network of Local Veterans Support Groups Launched  
The ‘Legion’ magazine last year reported that the MOD was launching a regional network of support groups to help 
military veterans access local services has been launched.  
Thirteen groups have been created across the UK, staffed by former Service personnel, to give advice to veterans 
about the range of services available to them. This could be anything from helping a veteran get specialist medical 
care to assistance for a widow to claim a pension.  
The groups, called Veterans Advisory and Pensions Committees (VAPCs), support the Government's pledge to 
enshrine the Armed Forces Covenant in law and ensure Service personnel and veterans are not disadvantaged.  
Each VAPC is made up of a chairman and between 12 and 20 unpaid volunteer members, drawn from the local ex-
Service community. The committees aim to:  
• give a regional focus providing advice, assistance and support to the Service and ex-Service community and local 
public service providers  
• advise all public bodies on the needs of veterans and their families  
• raise awareness of veterans' needs with public bodies and the local community 
• assist and provide guidance on accessing public services, and assisting with claims and complaints (including War 
Pension and Armed Forces Compensation Schemes).  
The VAPCs have independently monitored the service the SPVA provides by accompanying welfare managers in 
visits to clients and acting as an independent complaints panel.  
The VAPC covering the East Midlands (Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and 
Nottinghamshire) can be contacted on 01562 825527. The Chairman is Mr Peter Poole. 
 

mailto:alanmoutrey@oakham.uk.com
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New Video Explains Support Available 
To Veterans  
A video to help veterans learn about the support 
available to them has been published by the Service 
Personnel and Veterans Agency (SPVA). The 5 minute 
video is designed to raise awareness of the one-to-
one help provided by the UK's Veterans Welfare 
Service (VWS) to anyone who has served in the 
Armed Forces. The video shows how welfare 
support is provided automatically to those 
medically discharged and those bereaved by 
Service, with an 'on request' service for all other 
members of the veterans community, including 
dependents and families. 
Veterans requiring welfare help or assistance can 
contact the VWS by calling the Veterans-UK 
helpline, free, on 0800 169 2277. 
SPVA’s ‘Veterans Today’ videos are available on 
the SPVA Social Media Hub that can be accessed 
via the Veterans-UK website - 
http://www.veterans-uk.info/social_media.html. 
They are also available via the SPVA channel on 
YouTube at 
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSPVA.   
 

 
 
 
 
County Handbook 2012 
The new County Handbook for 2012 has been published 
and copies sent to Branches. Inevitably it was out of date 
before it was even printed. Could recipients please 
therefore note the following amendments: 
Page 15 – County Committee Members   
Mr J. Copeland – Change Address and Telephone number 
to:   
20 St Martins Way             Telephone: 01733 238883 
Orton Waterville,Peterborough, PE2 5DY   
 
Mr R. Green – Change Email Address to:  

Email: r.green316@btinternet.com  
 
Page 17 – Barnack & District Branch 
Mr M.G.Sawyer – Change Email address to:   

Email:maxsawyer51@btinternet.com 
 
Page 19 – Bourne & District Branch – Secretary 
Delete – Mr D. Staples and all his details 

Insert: 
Mr N. Jacobs               Telephone: 01778 423334 
21 Hazelwood Drive 
Bourne, PE10 9SZ   

Email: noel.jacobs@homecall.co.uk 
 
Page 21 - Coningsby, Tattershall & District Branch                                
Delete - Mr M Blanchard and his details 

Insert: 
Mr Jake Jacobs  Telephone: 01778 423334 
21 Hazelwood Drive 
Bourne, PE10 9SZ   

Email: noel.jacobs@homecall.co.uk  
  
Page 27 – Freiston & District Branch – Secretary 
Insert: 
Mr M. Knowles   Telephone: 01205 761725 
43 Butter End Road 
Butterwick 
Boston, PE22 0JD  

Email: sec.rblfreiston@gmail.com 
 

Page 27 –Gainsborough & District 
Mr M.E.Wragg – Change Email address to: 

Email:  mwrgg@aol.com 

 
Page 37 – Langtoft, The Deepings & District – Secretary 
Delete – Mr B. Marsden and all his details 

Insert: 
Mr T Brand 
15 Allen Close   Telephone: 01778 700318 
Deeping St James 
Peterborough, PE6 8EZ   

MS2 – Membership Amendment 
Advice 
Branches can send the information contained on a 
MS2 by e-mail to the County Secretary, instead of 
sending the hard copy form. The NS” does not 
leave the County Office anyway, so the quicker the 
County Secretary gets the information, the quicker 
the Central Membership database will be updated. 

Lincolnshire County Website 
The  County Secretary is now responsible for the 
Lincolnshire County Website. Any items which 
Branches wish to be published on the website 
should be sent to him. There is a Branch 
Information Section on the website and it is 
intended to publish there copies of Branch 
information sheets, County Committee Meeting 
Minutes and other matters of interest to Branches. 

http://www.veterans-uk.info/social_media.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSPVA
mailto:r.green316@btinternet.com
mailto:maxsawyer51@btinternet.com
mailto:noel.jacobs@homecall.co.uk
mailto:noel.jacobs@homecall.co.uk
mailto:sec.rblfreiston@gmail.com
mailto:mwrgg@aol.com
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Please apply for tickets by 16 June. Cheques to be 
payable to Coningsby & Tattershall RBL. No tickets 
will be available on the door. 

 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Appeal in Aid of the Royal Lincolnshire Regiment Memorial 
The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment Association are aiming to mark the strong connection between the people of 
Lincolnshire and the Regiment by erecting a memorial on the site of what used to be known as Sobraon Barracks. 
The comrades of the Association are planning a final parade and unveiling ceremony for Saturday, 6 October 2012 
in Sobraon Park, Lincoln. To that end they are hoping to raise £10,000 to pay for the memorial and parade. 
If any Branch Members wish to donate to this worthy cause, cheques should be made payable to The Royal 
Lincolnshire Regiment Association and sent to: 
The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment Memorial Appeal, 
7 Redwing Close, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln, LN6 SH 
Any questions should be directed to the Chairman of the Appeal, Col. GWC Newmarch on 01522 523265 or 07774 
870632 or at gnewarch@tiscali.co.uk. 

Membership Council 
Following the recent elections, the new 
Membership Council Member for the East 
Midlands is Mr William Parkin. 
 

Chelsea Pensioners Presentation 
The Chelsea Hospital have put together a short 
presentation of about 20 mins about the eligibility 
criteria to become a Chelsea Pensioner and what it 
means. The presentation is made by a small team of In-
Pensioners. There is no charge for the presentation but, 
in these days of austerity and as they are a charity 
themselves, help towards the cost of travel and 
accommodation would be appreciated. 
If you would like to receive this presentation, please 
contact The Royal Hospital Chelsea Adjutant, on 02078 
815240 or at adjutant@chelsea-pensioners.org.uk.  

Used Stamps 
If Branches wish to collect used stamps for the Poppy 
Appeal, they can be sent to: 

Poppy Appeal Stamps, 
P.O.Box 6198, 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedforshire, LU7 9XT 

It would helpful if foreign stamps could be separated 
from UK stamps, as the former are worth more! 

Gold Badges 
Branches should be aware that the cost of a Gold Badge 
has gone up to £228.00 per badge. If a Branch wishes to 
recommend a Branch Member for a Gold Badge, the 
County Secretary has the application forms. 
Branches are reminded that they are responsible for the 
cost of any Gold Badges they recommend. A Motion at 
this year’s National Conference that Central Funds 
should bear this cost was defeated. 

mailto:gnewarch@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:adjutant@chelsea-pensioners.org.uk
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 COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: to August 2012 
DATE             EVENT     VENUE 
2/3 June  Deeping Show     Deeping 
6 June   County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
9 June   County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
10 June   Standard Bearers School   Louth 
20/21 June  Lincolnshire County Show   Lincoln 
23/24 June  Branch Management Training   Wellingore 
30 June   Armed Forces Day    Countrywide 
30 June/1 July  Waddington International Air Show  RAF Waddington 
8 July   Spilsby Show     Spilsby 
21/22 July  Branch Treasurer Training   Wellingore 
28/29 July  Heckington Show    Heckington 
11 August  County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
11 August  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
16 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
19/20 September 2-day Basic caseworker Course   Wellingore 
22/23 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
23 September  Standard Bearer’s School – AGM  Crowland 
29 September  Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar  TBD 
7 October   Service in the Field    Sibsey 
14 October  President’s Fund Raising Lunch   Woodhall Spa 
20 October  County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
20 October  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
27 October  County Poppy Appeal Launch   East Kirkby 
  4 November  County Festival of Remembrance  RAF Cranwell 
10 November  National Festival of remembrance  Royal Albert Hall 
11 November  Armistice Day/Remembrance Day  Nationwide 
12 Jan 2012  County Annual Conference   Horncastle 
 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to amendment depending upon National events etc.   
 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
        Mr Vic Ranyard, Horncastle & District  Mr Thomas Evans, Alford & District 
        Mr Frank Taylor. Wainfleet & District  Mr A W King, Caistor & District 
        Mr Neville G Daniel, Woodhall Spa & District   Mr V F Brookes, Laceby & District  
        Mr Robert Tidswell, Surfleet   Mr J Burton, Holbeach 
        Mrs Ethel Johnson, Woodhall Spa & District Mrs Sybil Statham, Stamford 
        Mr J A Taylor, Waddington   Mr Thomas Porter, Alford & District 
        Mr Derrick Ripsher, Long Sutton   Mrs Dot Carr, Sleaford & District 
        Mr George Flint, Wainfleet & District  Mr G T Beale, Stamford 
        Mr Michael J Sismey, Sleaford & District  Mr R Chapman, City of Lincoln 
        Mr Peter Machin, Bourne & District  Mr Edward Mason, Long Sutton 
        Mr Roy Kelby, Bourne & District   Mr E R Nugent, Long Sutton 
        Mr J Turner, Laceby & District   Mr M Scott, Laceby & District 
        Mrs E Paterson, Sleaford & District   Mr George Wilson, Long Sutton 
        Mr J Lewis, Scunthorpe    Mr Clifford Spouncer, Scunthorpe 
        Mr Barry Varley, Scunthorpe   Mr D Culley, Barnack & District 
        Mrs Evelyn Trench, Woodhall Spa & District Mr P C Bradley , Laceby & District 
        Mrs J Crosswaite, Immingham   Mrs E M Lynn, Horncastle & District 
        Mr R J Martin, Holbeach     Mr Kenneth Kilroy, Donington & Quadring  
        Mr Neville Howard, Donington & Quadring Mr Allan Dixon, Donington & Quadring  
        Mr Donald Spence, Spilsby & District   Mr N E Down, Sleaford & District 

Mr J Hulme, Holbeach 
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Stamford visit the Isle of Bute 
When Stamford made their first twinning visit to the Isle of Bute two years ago 
the weather was wet, cold, snowy and miserable. This year their intrepid party 
of nine set off on 25 May in the Branch mini-bus in beautiful sunshine. On the 
island itself it was hot all weekend, almost tropical with the palm trees, the sun 
glinting off the water, the gorse in full flower, and wild irises in the hedgerows.  
The Isle of Bute Branch made their guests very welcome. On the Saturday, 

they hosted a social and a HUGE buffet 
at the Black Bull and did not seem to 
mind (too much) when Stamford not 
only thrashed them in the Inter Branch 
Twinning Trophy  but then also started a 
sing-a-long! Our Bute colleagues say 
that they are coming to Stamford for a 
whole week next year, so they will have to pull out all the stops to match 
their hospitality.  
Bute Branch have opened a charity shop in one of their shopping streets 
where they sell their goodies and display their welfare services every 
morning. They report a massive increase in interest in the Legion and in new 
members as a result of their shop.  

On a beautiful Sunday morning Members of Stamford and Bute Branches 
gathered on the sea front –with two Branch Standards, the Union flag and 
a piper – for a short ceremony to lay a wreath at the Rothesay War 
Memorial. It was a moving moment as the Flowers of the Forest and 
Highland Cathedral lamented across the water amid the cry of the gulls. 
And so it was time to leave with happy memories of friendships 
strengthened, welcoming hospitality, mussels and ENORMOUS chunks of 
cream cake at the Ettrick Bay Tea 
Rooms, and the lady members 
plotting mischief together. 
Somehow or other the Cup got 
wedged in the windscreen of our 

minibus as we drove slowly through the town on our way to the ferry on 
our way home.  
Thanks to Ursula for being a fabulous landlady – she even waved the party 
off as they sailed away, and to everyone who contributed to a wonderful 
weekend. Roll on 2014!  To read about their other adventures, please go to 
the Stamford RBL website www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 
for a full unexpurgated account! 
 
Plea for material 
Have you noticed how the great majority of Branch events in this newsletter seem to involve Laceby, Wainfleet, 
Woodhall Spa and, dare I say it, Stamford Branches? I get reports and photographs of events organised by other 
Branches, but not many. I am convinced, nevertheless, that there are many other wonderful Legion events and 
activities going on in the County which go, not merely unphotographed, but completely unreported. 
We have a maxim in Stamford that there is no point in putting on a wonderful event if you do not shout about it – 
before, during and after the event. Perhaps that is why we have quadrupled our membership in recent years. The 
same applies at County level. We have just won the Maurice Cup again for administrative efficiency and good 
management. But we do many other good things and do not tell anyone. Some of the worst offenders, it has to be 
said, are at County level itself; we could generate a lot more publicity with just a few words and a camera about the 
many excellent County events we run. So please, if you go to a dinner, fete, fundraising or other event, take a 
camera and let me have some photos and words. Did you know that there is an old press adage that every press 
story should cover just six words - where, when, who, what, why, and how?  This sounds pretty awesome but it 
really does not take a lot to answer each of these simple questions when putting an article together and you end up, 
with Laceby, Wainfleet, Woodhall Spa and Stamford Branches, with a nice article, hopefully with photographs, in 
LegionLincs. 
 
 
 

The next, Summer, edition of LEGION LINCS will issue about late August. Could contributors please let me have 
their material, especially their activitiers for Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee and Armed Forces Week, by about 
15/16 August.                   Steve Bonde 

Editor, LEGION LINCS 
 

A mother haggis swimming in the water 
with one of her pups. At birth the pups are 
blind and hairless and no bigger than a 
cocktail sausage. 

Stamford salute the fallen of Bute. 

We won the Cup – and the medallions. They 
got the eensy-weensy diddy cup! 

The engine was in here when we set out. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford

